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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Kindly amend claims 1, 11, and 21 as shown in the following listing of claims. The 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A microprocessor apparatus, for precluding a pipeline stall 
due to microcode ROM access delay, the microprocessor apparatus comprising: 

a translator, configured to generate a plurality of micro instruction queue entries, 
each of said plurality of micro instruction queue entries corresponding to 
an instruction, and said each of said plurality of micro instruction queue 
entries comprising a plurality of micro instructions and a microcode entry 
point, wherein said translator generates said each of said plurality of micro 
instruction queue entries in order; 

a micro instruction queue, coupled to said translator, configured to receive said 
each of said plurality of micro instruction queue entries in said order, and 
configured to provide said each of said plurality of micro instruction 
queue entries to register logic in said order, 

a microcode ROM, configured to provide a second part of a micro instruction 
sequence corresponding to said microcode entry point; and 
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early access logic, coupled to said micro instruction queue, configured to employ 
a selected microcode entry point^id mkroeode-eiitp^^oiHt- from a 
selected _one of staid plurality of micro instruction queue entries to access 
said microcode ROM prior to when said selected microcode entry point is 
provided to said register logic, whereby said microcode ROM provides a 
first micro instruction from said second part to said register logic when 
said first micro instruction is required by said register logic, and wherein 
said early access logic employs said selected microcode entry point when 
said selected m icrocode entry point is positioned within s aid micro 
instruction queue a number of entries prior to transfe r t o said re gister logic 
that is equal to the number of excess clock cycles exhibited by the 
microcode ROM access delay over that already compensated for by 
configuration of said translator and said micro instruction queuewithin-a 
bottom- mkro^ncvtraet^ 





2. 



(Cancelled) 



3. 



(Previously Presented) The microprocessor apparatus as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said plurality of micro instruction queue entries comprises four micro 
instruction queue entries. 



4. 



(Original) The microprocessor apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
plurality of micro instructions comprises three micro instructions. 



5. 



(Original) The microprocessor apparatus as recited in claim 4, wherein the 
microcode ROM access delay comprises four clock cycles. 



6. 



(Cancelled) 



7. 



(Cancelled) 
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8. (Previously Presented) The microprocessor apparatus as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said translator is configured to provide a generated micro instruction 
queue entry to a top micro instruction queue entry, wherein said top micro 
instruction queue entry comprises one of said each of said plurality of micro 
instruction queue entries. 

9. (Previously Presented) The microprocessor apparatus as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said translator is configured to provide a generated micro instruction 
queue entry to a mux, and, when said plurality of micro instruction queue entries 
is empty, said mux provides said generated micro instruction queue entry to said 
register logic during a next clock cycle. 

10. (Original) The microprocessor apparatus as recited in claim 9, wherein said early 
access logic employs a bypass microcode entry point corresponding to said 
generated micro instruction queue entry. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for absorbing pipeline stalls associated with 
microcode ROM access delay, the apparatus comprising: 

a micro instruction queue, for receiving a plurality of queue entries in order from 
a translator, and for providing said plurality of queue entries to register 
logic in said order, each of said plurality of queue entries comprising: 

first micro instructions, all of said first micro instructions corresponding to 
an instruction; and 

a microcode entry point, coupled to said first micro instructions; and 

a microcode ROM, configured to provide second micro instructions stored 
therein, and pointed to by said microcode entry point; and 
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early access logic, coupled to said micro instruction queue, confi gured to employ 
a selected microcode entry point from a selected one of said plurality o f 
micro instruction queue entries to access said microcode ROM prior to 
when said selected microcode entry point is provided to said register logic, 
whe reby said microcode ROM provides a first one of second micro 
instructions to said register logic when said first one is required by said 
register logic, and wherein said early access logic employs said selected 
microcode entry point when said selected microcode entry point is 
positioned within said micro instruction queue a number of entries prior to 
transfer to said register logic that is equal to the number of excess clock 
cycles exhibited by the microcode ROM access delay over that already 
com pens ated for by co nfi gurati on of said translator and said micro 
instruction 

ao©ess=&af<i-mk^0Gcde-ROM"P R^e-whet^^aid-e^eh-^fsaid-plurality-of 
q*je*5e^ntries4s-j3iwkle^ 

seeond^iefe4flstrB€^n^ said first 



12. 
13. 

14. 

15. 




queue^tfy^omprismg-one^fsaid^a^ 

TTTtvf ircnrrr cm vjovxrc ciricrrc lt, uiivr t»tioi vij i dut unjOTroimrti ocwrvriu j inr sii w 

pf©vtde44e-&ftkl^gi9ter^^ 
(Cancelled) 

(Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 11, wherein said plurality 
of queue entries comprises four queue entries. 

(Original) The apparatus as recited in claim 1 1, wherein said first micro 
instructions comprise three micro instructions. 

(Original) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the microcode ROM 
access delay comprises four clock cycles. 
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16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 11, wherein said 
translator is configured to generate said each of said plurality of micro instruction 
queue entries. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 17, wherein said 
translator is configured to provide a generated queue entry to a top queue entry, 
wherein said top queue entry comprises one of said each of said plurality of micro 
instruction queue entries. 

19. (Original) The apparatus as recited in claim 17, wherein said translator is 
configured to provide a generated queue entry to a mux, and, when said plurality 
of queue entries is empty, said mux provides said generated queue entry to said 
register logic during a next clock cycle. 

20. (Original) The apparatus as recited in claim 19, wherein said early access logic 
employs a bypass microcode entry point corresponding to said generated micro 
instruction queue entry. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for precluding microprocessor pipeline stalls 
resulting from microcode ROM access delay, the method comprising: 

translating instructions and first providing first parts of micro instruction 

sequences within a corresponding each of a plurality of micro instruction 
queue entries in order to a micro instruction queue, and second providing 
the corresponding each of a plurality of micro instruction queue entries to 
register logic in the order; 

storing second parts of the micro instruction sequences within a microcode ROM; 
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obtaining a microcode entry point from within one of the plurality of micro 

instruction queue entries in the micro instruction queue, the one of the 
plurality of micro instruction queue entries comprising one of the first 
parts of the micro instruction-sequent^ sequences, wherein the one of the 
plurality of m icro instruction q ueue entries is posi tioned within the micro 
instruction queue a number of entries prior to transfer to the register logic 
that is equal to the number of excess clock cycles exhibited by the 
microcode ROM access delay over that already compensated for by 
configuration of a translator and the micro instruction queue; and 

employing the microcode entry point to access one of the second parts of the 
micro instruction sequences within the microcode ROM, wherein said 
employing is performed prior to when the one of the plurality of micro 
instruction queue entries is routed to the register logic in a following 
pipeline stage, and whereby said employing enables the second micro 
instructions to be provided to the following pipeline stage without 
incurring the microprocessor pipeline^talis^mdstaljs. 



22. (Original) The method as recited in claim 21, further comprising: 

issuing the plurality of micro instruction queue entries in order to the following 



23. s (Original) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the plurality of micro 

instruction queue entries comprises four micro instruction queue entries. 

24. (Original) The method as recited in claim 2 1, wherein the first micro instructions 
comprises three micro instructions. 






pipeline stage. 
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25. (Original) The method as recited in claim 24, wherein the microcode ROM access 
delay comprises four clock cycles. 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Original) The method as recited in claim 21, further comprising: 
generating a current microcode entry point as part of said translating. 

28. (Original) The method as recited in claim 27, wherein said generating provides 
the current microcode entry point to atop micro instruction queue entry, and 
wherein the top micro instruction queue entry comprises another of the plurality 
of micro instruction queue entries. 

29. (Original) The method as recited in claim 27, wherein said generating provides 
the current microcode entry point to a mux, and, when the plurality of micro 
instruction queue entries is empty, the mux provides the current microcode entry 
point to the following pipeline stage during a next clock cycle. 
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